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Simpson & Brown were appointed by the National Trust for Scotland in 2006 as 
architects for the redevelopment of the Robert Burns National Heritage Park in 
Alloway.  The new Robert Burns Birthplace Museum opened to the public on St 
Andrew's Day 2010. It is arranged around a 500 sqm exhibition gallery displaying 
many of the 5,000 artefacts in the museum’s collection, each one telling in a lively 
and informative manner about Robert Burns’ life, inspiration, fame and identity. 
The new building also accommodates a café opening onto the beautiful mature 
gardens inherited from an earlier exhibition building, a gift shop and an attractive 
and welcoming education room.

The new museum plays a central part in the master plan for what used to be 
known as the Burns National Heritage Park. This master plan was developed to 
link together and enhance the experience of the different sites in Alloway relating 
to the poet’s life and legacy. These include Burns’ Cottage, Burns’ Monument, the 
Brig o’Doon and the Auld Kirk amongst others. The master plan connects these 
sites together to tell the story of Burns’ life, his work and the heritage.

There is a strong sustainable agenda in the design of the new museum. It has 
passive architectural systems, maximizing the use of natural, minimally processed 
materials, and relevant modern technology is careful integrated. This ‘green’ 
agenda was an integral part of the conceptual process and evolved alongside 
considerations about space making and the aesthetic for the building.

The whole structure, apart from the predominantly glazed south-east elevation, is 
clad with untreated Scottish Douglas-fir horizontal boards sourced and processed 
in Moray, but each square plan is crested by a sweeping curve of green roof. The 
intertwined relationship of both curves makes an exciting and pleasing silhouette. 
The plant sown on the roof is a succulent called sedum, which helps reduce water 
run-off from heavy precipitation, cools the building during the summer, while 
requiring a minimum maintenance.


