Auchinleck House
Ayrshire
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Simpson & Brown restored Auchinleck House between the late 1980s and the final
phase of work which completed in 2001. The house was built between 1755 and
1762 by Alexander Boswell, Lord Auchinleck, the father of James Boswell. It has
been suggested that it might have been designed by John Adam, but there is no
documentary evidence for this. The old-fashioned “parade” planning suggests that
it may have been designed by Lord Auchinleck himself. It is, however, highly likely
that some of the craftsmen who built the house had worked with John and Robert
Adam on Dumfries House nearby. The pavilions are later additions (1773 - 1774),
built in a different stone, and although very small they contribute immensely to the
composition as a whole. James Boswell inherited Auchinleck House in 1782 and it
continued to be occupied by branches of the Boswell family until about 1970.
By 1985, however, the lead had been stripped from the roof, all the windows had
been smashed and dry rot was rampant throughout the structure. In 1986 the house
was sold to the Scottish Historic Buildings Trust.
Simpson & Brown carried out an initial phase of work in the late 1980s primarily
to deal with the dry rot and other emergency works. The roof was repaired to
stop further water penetration and the building was allowed to dry out naturally.
Structurally unsafe timber was replaced and all sound timber panelling was
dismantled and retained for refixing at a later date. The windows and the stone
work were carefully repaired.
After sitting vacant for over a decade, Auchinleck was sold to The Landmark Trust
who, with grant aid and private donations, were able to fund a full restoration.
Work commenced in 1999, with restoration of the 19th century bridge, major repairs
to the pavilions, screen walls and obelisks. The next phase of work included works
to the exterior of the house, including repair of urns and rebuilding the front stair.
The majority of the work concentrated on reinstating interior finishes. Restoration
included large areas of new lime plasterwork, cornicing and plaster enrichments,
and the painstaking repair and refitting of existing joinery and fireplaces.
The works were completed in September 2001, and the house is now available for
holiday letting from The Landmark Trust.
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